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3rd Wing History Moment
Sept. 9, 1977:

The first of 14 F-5E “Ag-
gressor” training aircraft
arrived at Clark Air Base,
Phillipines. The 26th Ag-
gressor Squadron, 3rd
Tactical Fighter Wing used
the aircraft to train U.S.
pilots in the Pacific.
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News

� Senior Airman David
King, 19th Fighter Squadron,
was instrumental to the
squadron’s aircrew life support
section during exercise Cope
Thunder ‘04. His dedication to
duty and exceptional technical
knowledge enabled him to
complete 25 periodic equipment
inspections, and performed flight
inspections on 20 Joint Helmet
Mounting Cueing System
helmets. Airman King also
worked 18 additional hours to
ensure compliance and docu-
mentation of all inspections.

� Staff Sgt. Jonathon
Sivek, 3rd Component Mainte-
nance Squadron, completed
phase inspections on four
aircraft during a five-day period
and led his team to complete
five engine changes, and
replace three jet fuel starters
and central gearboxes.

His efforts helped to com-
plete these necessary tasks
ahead of schedule with all areas
receiving an “excellent” rating
on 12 separate quality assur-
ance inspections.

By Tech. Sgt. Theo McNamara
3rd Wing Public Affairs

More than 700 people from
Elmendorf came together

Friday to mourn the loss of one of
their own: the first death here since
the war in Iraq began and the only
battle-related death to impact the 3rd
Wing family in 35 years.

Twenty-one year old Airman 1st
Class Carl Anderson Jr., a vehicle
operations technician with the 3rd
Logistics Readiness Squadron, was
deployed to Iraq and was leading a
convoy near Mosul when his vehicle
was struck by a bomb, killing him
and injuring his two passengers.

The mourners, who filled two
buildings, were part of a

solemn ceremony held to allow
friends here the opportunity to
remember a fellow Airman and an
American hero.

On the alter stood a picture of a
proud, brave young man.

For most mourners, the picture
that stood peacefully at the front of
Chapel 1 would normally be nothing
more than an official photo.

But this photo of Airman Ander-
son, the son of a small-town South
Carolina minister, whose desire to
protect America’s freedoms spanned
his high school years as a Naval
Junior ROTC cadet and led to his
honorable service in the U.S. Air
Force, was anything but an official
photo for the friends that gathered
before him.

“His image was the spirit of a
brother, a son, a friend, an American
— a hero,” said one of the many
who had come to say goodbye to a
man who left proudly but early.

He may be gone, but forgotten he
will never be, explained his squadron
commander, Lt. Col. Maurice
McDonald.

“When on Dec. 17, 1969, Lt. Col.
William Robert Spillers was shot
down over the skies of Vietnam, the
3rd Wing family mourned its loss. On
Aug. 29, 2004, at 8:45 p.m. in Mosul,
Iraq, the 3rd Wing added yet another
name to the long list of heroes who
raised their hand when called upon
to serve our great Nation.

“In almost three years of service
to our nation, Airman Anderson
positively impacted everything he
was involved in — he made a
difference in our community through
his volunteering and in our squadron
through his devotion to duty and his
commitment to excellence,” said
Colonel McDonald in a speech

Elmendorf mourns loss of Arctic Warrior

Action Line

Do you have a problem you can’t
seem to get solved? Would you like to
recognize someone for a job well done?

The commander’s action line is your
avenue to communicate your questions,
comments and concerns directly to the
commander, Col. Michael Snodgrass.
Your calls will get the commander’s
personal attention and be answered in
a timely manner.

If you have a question, call or e-mail
the action line at:

552-2224

actionline@elmendorf.af.mil

Col. Michael Snodgrass
3rd Wing Commander

“His image was the spirit of a brother, a son, a
friend, an American — a hero.”

Anonymous

STAFF SGT. DAVID DONOVAN

A memorial service for Airman 1st Class Carl Anderson, Jr. was held
Sept. 3 at Chapel 1. Airman Anderson was a member of the 3rd Logistics
Readiness Squadron and died last week in the line of duty in Iraq.

during the memorial service.
Before concluding, Colonel

McDonald asked the congregation to
keep Airman Anderson’s family in
South Carolina in their thoughts and
prayers.

“There’s a minister and father; a
mother who supported her son in Iraq
— defending people she never met;
two sisters, who will live the rest of
their lives without their only brother;
and, finally, comrades in arms who
will no longer enjoy the friendships
and sorrows of a fellow Airman,” he
said.

Two other Elmendorf Airmen,
Staff Sgt. Michael Helmick

and Airman 1st Class Jacob Sutton,
were injured in the explosion that
killed Airman Anderson.

Airman Sutton returned to work
shortly after the incident, but Ser-
geant Helmick’s injuries were more
severe and required surgery at a
hospital in Germany before he could
return to the U.S.

The close-to-home tragedy has
affected many individuals at
Elmendorf.

Support is available through the
base chapel and a multi-disciplinary

team has been created to help people
cope with their grief.

 “A team of more than 60 people,
trained and equipped to provide
whatever support is needed to help
our folks cope with this tragedy, is
ready and looking for ways to get
involved,” said Col. Michael
Snodgrass, 3rd Wing commander.
“Please, don’t wait for them to find
you, reach out and let’s get through
this together.”

“For me, my first feelings of
comfort are gained through my faith,”
said Colonel Snodgrass.  “My faith
tells me that there is no better place
for Airman Anderson than at the side
of his God.”

“The duties that we do, the
security for our nation, the dedication
that each one of you shows needs to
be a memorial to Airman Anderson,”
Colonel Snodgrass said. “And al-
though I’m selfish and want him to be
with me, I know that where he is now
is a better place than I could ever
provide him. Where we should go
from here is to celebrate him, cel-
ebrate his life, remember him, and let
him be an example for us as we go
forward.”
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By 1st Lt. Elizabeth Paul
3rd Wing Public Affairs

General John P. Jumper, Air Force Chief
of Staff, visited Eielson and Elmendorf
Air Force Bases and held an All-Ranks

Call to discuss issues and to share his vision for the
Air Force over the next few years.

As the senior uniformed Air Force officer
responsible for the organization, training and
equipping of more than 700,000 active duty,
Reserve, Guard and civilian forces, General
Jumper’s comments covered a large range of
topics: from BDUs, to new technology, to the
longer AEF cycle, to new force shaping tactics.

Here are some of the things he discussed on
the following topics:
Force Structure

“Right now, we have about 20,000 people more
then we’re supposed to have in our Air Force,”
said General Jumper. “This is a product of mis-
configuring over a long period of time.”

“Due to a misalignment of specialties and
chronic shortages when Operations Enduring and
Iraqi Freedom came along, the Air Force had to
put stop loss into effect, making it so that you don’t
know who’s going to stay and who’s going to go,”
explained General Jumper. “But when stop-loss
Airmen were released, essentially most of the
force stayed. With our recruiting and retention at
an all-time high, we have ended up with 20,000
people more then we’re allowed by Congress.”

The General went on to explain the way the Air

Force will reduce its numbers.
“We’re going to cut recruiting in about half,

down from about 33,000 to about 15,000,” he said.
“We’re not going to have any forced reductions or
forced exits. I’m trying not to break faith with any
of our Airmen who want to stay in the Air Force.”
 Air Expeditionary Force

 The Air Expeditionary Force shift from 90 days
to 120 days was a topic brought up by an Arctic
Warrior at General Jumper’s briefing. The General
explained that going from 90 days to 120 days
really had to do with the currencies and qualifica-
tions Air Force members needed while being away
more than anything else.

“We took some lessons from the Navy. The
Navy did a lot of studies on time away from home.
What they found was that it was a lot less stressful
on the families if you went less often and stayed a
little bit longer. So we’re going to a 20-month cycle
with 120 days rather then a 15-month cycle with 90
days. We’ll give this a try and see how it works
out,” he said.
Air Force Test Uniform

When the topic of the new Battle Dress Uni-
form came up, General Jumper admitted, amidst a
lot of laughter, that he was the one responsible.

“If you read my first sight picture, I said we’re
going to do a test and that’s exactly what we’re
doing,” said General Jumper. “The initial color
scheme was chosen because if you’re going to be
defending a flightline at night and you’ve got bad
guys looking at you through night-vision goggles,
guess which color combination hides you the best?
It’s this one. Guess which one hides you the worst?
It’s your BDUs, which you have starched several
times, that make you glow like a glow stick for
night-vision goggles.”

“Since the first test with the new blue color
scheme, the Army has come out with their new

AF chief of staff visits Elmendorf Sept. 3
Four-star discusses top
Air Force issues, visions
with Arctic Warriors

colors and the Air Force is going to put out new
test articles of the Air Force BDUs.  They will
have the tiger stripe and the Army color scheme,
but retain all the features that you liked from the
feedback,” said General Jumper.

General Jumper also talked a little bit about the
new physical training gear.

“We did about a 10 minute test in my office and
it worked just fine,” said General Jumper. “Essen-
tially we’re taking the jogging suit right from the
Air Force Academy. It’s warm and it looks good.
We’ll start seeing that here in the next month or
so, going to the overseas locations first.”

STAFF SGT. DAVID DONOVAN

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper performs a reenlistment of (from left to right) Master Sgt. Thomas Souza, 3rd Comptroller Squadron,
Master Sgt. Carl Cooney, 3rd Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Tech. Sgt. Michael Zambrano, 3rd Logistics Readiness Squadron, Staff Sgt.
Kenneth McKenna, 732nd Air Mobility Squadron, Senior Airman Darrell Mogg, 3rd Mission Support Squadron. General Jumper held an All-Ranks
Call in Hangar 1 Sept. 3 to talk to Arctic Warriors about the latest Air Force issues and share his vision for the Air Force.

TECH. SGT. KEITH BROWN

General Jumper has breakfast with chiefs and
first sergeants at the Iditarod Dining Facility.
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By Senior Airman Amy Morrissette
3rd Wing Public Affairs

For two 19th Aircraft Mainte-
nance Unit weapons teams, loading
weapons means a lot more than just
hanging bombs. It’s a job they’ll
demonstrate in competition against
weapons crews from around the
world during William Tell ’04.

 William Tell is the U.S. Air
Force’s premier air-to-air weapons
competition conducted by the Air
Combat Command. Held Nov. 8-19
at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.,
William Tell may be the closest thing
to war in peacetime. It brings ground
and aircrews together to prove their
war-fighting capabilities.

“Elmendorf’s weapons team for
the Loadeo Competition is made up
of a static and a live load crew that
will be performing two separate
loads. A board met and interviewed
23 highly qualified weapons techni-
cians. It was tough competition, and
only six of our Arctic Warriors could
be selected,” said Chief Master Sgt.
Robert Davis, 19th AMU noncom-
missioned officer in charge.

Last week, six members from the
19th AMU were selected based on
their capabilities, knowledge, experi-
ence and attitude. “These Arctic
Warriors have been recognized in the
past as quarterly winners, ORE/ORI
outstanding performers, below the
zone promotees and Quality Assur-
ance Honor Roll recipients. They are
truly among the best from the 19th
AMU and will without a doubt

Weapons teams are selected for world class competition
represent PACAF well at the meet,”
said Chief Davis.

Team chief Staff Sgt. Daniel
Tegeler, Senior Airman Darren
Larson and Senior Airman Leonel
Rivera-Rodriguez were selected as
the static load team. In addition to
the static load team, a live load team
was selected, consisting of team
chief Tech. Sgt. Scott Centobene,
Airman 1st Class Joshua Young and
Senior Airman Jason Casey.

“In November at the Loadeo, the
weapons teams will have a minimum
of 30 minutes to prepare the loading
location for the static and live load
events. The area will be set up
according to the William Tell rules,
and the crews are responsible for
checking the serviceability of the
equipment and munitions,” said Chief
Davis. “The crew will line up in front
of the senior judge and report his
team ready.”

Chief Davis added, “The scoring
starts at 2,500 for each event and
points are deducted for each and
every error or discrepancy.”

When the clock starts, the static
load crew will have 22 minutes to
load four AIM-120 AMRAAM and
four AIM-9 Sidewinder missiles on
an aircraft. The second team will
have 26 minutes to load six live
AMRAAMs, two Sidewinders, 940
20mm Gatling gun rounds and chaff/
flare on an Elmendorf F-15C.

In order to prepare for the event,
weapons team manager for William
Tell, Tech. Sgt. Robert Barkley, 19th
AMU, has been getting the crews

into shape, physically and mentally.
“Right now, these guys are in

training to prepare for William Tell,
doing PT every morning and working
longer hours to hone their skills and
practice their techniques. Afterward,
they’re evaluated and given direct
feedback. I’m seeing progress every
day,” said Sergeant Barkley.

The crews are also busy studying.
“I have them learning the theory and
specifications for each weapon so
they can understand how it all works.
They are also learning each other’s
jobs so they can correct each other
and work better as a team,” he said.

According to Airman Larson, the
crews are anxious to show off all
they’ve learned. “I’m excited to show
everyone how good we’ve become.
We’ve really grown as a team and
click well together,” he said.

“Since our training for William Tell
began, I’ve never worked harder.

One of the most challenging things
for us was figuring out how to shave
off time,” said Sergeant Tegeler.

The competition team for William
Tell will also include pilots, weapons
directors, maintenance professionals,
an operations scheduler, a life support
specialist and a supply specialist; a
total of 37 which will be selected in
the upcoming weeks.

“The Loadeo competition is
important for the entire team. These
weapons loaders are a very signifi-
cant part of the competition. They’ll
contribute a lot of points to the team’s
total score,” said Capt. Elizabeth
Boehm, 19th AMU officer in charge.
“The pilots won’t be able to hit their
target unless the weapons work …
our weapons loaders are the back-
bone of these competitions.”

Editor’s note: The Sourdough
Sentinel will publish the names of
additional selectees for William Tell.

STAFF SGT. PRENTICE COLTER

Tech. Sgt. Scott Centobene and Senior Airman Jason Casey, two 19th
AMU weapons loaders for William Tell ‘04, load up ammo recently.
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By Staff Sgt. Ryan Mattox
3rd Wing Public Affairs

Battling Alaska’s harsh winter weather out on
the flightline, maintaining a high ops-tempo, and
dealing with deployments while maintaining an F-15
aircraft in tip-top shape might seem a daunting task
to most. However, one Arctic Warrior did just that,
earning him the title as the Pacific Air Forces’ top
crew chief recently.

Staff Sgt. Matthew Kosto, a quality assurance
inspector assigned to the 3rd Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron, was selected as the Pacific Air Forces’
Chief Master Sgt. Thomas N. Barns Crew Chief
of the Year Award winner.

However, Sergeant Kosto is quick to point out
that it takes a lot of support to even be put into a
position to be considered an outstanding crew
chief.

“I am honored to be named the winner of the
PACAF Chief Master Sgt. Thomas N. Barns
Crew Chief of the Year Award, though winning
would not have been possible without the help of
an outstanding assistant dedicated crew chief and a
flightline full of the very best maintainers in the Air
Force,” said Sergeant Kosto. “There are a lot of
crew chiefs in the wing that are just as deserving,
and all should be proud that an Elmendorf dedi-
cated crew chief won, showing the rest of PACAF
what we are all made of.”

 Sergeant Kosto’s duties consist of training
personnel, and maintaining and inspecting
aircraft. He has trained more than 30 personnel on
the F-15E and provided augmentees for real world
contingency deployments. He also took two young
Airmen under his wing, ensuring their an early
completion of upgrade training. The two Airmen
received scores of 89 and 93 on the end of course
exams.

 Always on the lookout for new ways to excel,

Dedication, performance garners crew chief top award
Sergeant Kosto spent most of
his time working on ways to
help his fellow maintainers
perform their tasks more easily
and efficiently. He developed a
Core Automated Maintenance
System training guide to aid in
familiarization and utilization of
a new upgraded Internet-based
system. He also authored a
master training plan for
maintainers that reduced their
upgrade training by two
months.

“Sergeant Kosto has
always, and continues to do, an
outstanding job for the 19th
Aircraft Maintenance Unit,”
said Sergeant Kosto’s supervi-
sor, Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Pierce,
3rd AMXS. “His award not
only represents his outstanding
work, but also reflects the hard
work and dedication produced
by all of the 19th AMU crew
chiefs on a daily basis.”

 Sergeant Kosto is not just
about improving processes and
training.

When it comes to his
performance on the flightline,
Sergeant Kosto showed his
exceptional attention to detail
by keeping his aircraft’s delayed discrepancies
down to an unprecedented zero for the year.

He also demonstrated that he is a maintenance
wizard by keeping his aircraft at an amazing 90
percent mission-capable rate for an entire year. His
actions also contributed to the 19th AMU’s 88.7
percent mission-capable rate for Fiscal Year 2003 —

SENIOR AIRMAN AMY MORRISSETTE

Staff Sgt. Matthew Kosto, 3rd AMXS quality assurance inspector,
performs pre-flight inspections on an F-15E aircraft.

the best in the Air Force among all F-15C units.
“Headquarters PACAF couldn’t have made a

better choice. Sergeant Kosto not only keeps his jet
in top condition, he is also one of our leaders on the
flightline. He is out there teaching and taking care
of our young airman everyday,” said Lt. Col.
Clifton Blanks, 3rd AMXS commander.

News
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Airman 1st Class George Coulter
Duty title: 732nd Air Mobility Squadron special handler
Hometown: Kiel, Wis.
Hobbies: Snowboarding, running, swimming and music
How he contributes to the mission: Inspects cargo shipments for
proper packing, marking and labeling; processes general and special
handling cargo and mail shipments; operates the Global Air Transporta-
tion Execution System computer; ensures compliance with safety and
local procedures; and responds to mobility, contingency and exercise
taskings
Time at Elmendorf: Two years and six months
Best part of being in Alaska: The summers
Supervisor’s comments: “Airman Coulter is a hard working and
dedicated individual. He produces outstanding results under continuous
pressure and is a key member to the 732nd AMS Joint Inspection
Team.” Staff Sgt. Jeremy Miller

Airman 1st Class Joshua Opfar
Duty title: 3rd Logistics Readiness Squadron inbound personal property
specialist
Hometown: Idaho Falls, Idaho
Hobbies: Sports and playing with his 2-year-old son
How he contributes to the mission: Coordinates the deliveries of
inbound personal property with military members and local contract
carriers; and responds to exercise taskings
Time at Elmendorf: Three weeks
Best part of being in Alaska: The mountains, wildlife and air quality
Supervisor’s comments: “Airman Opfar is remarkably energetic and
has hit the ground running. After only being assigned here for a short
time, he has assisted the processing of over 18 aircraft and 454.7 short
tons of cargo in support of AEF deployments and redeployment of Cope
Thunder assets. He has proven himself to be a knowledgeable and
valuable member.” Tech. Sgt. Kristina Bath

TECH. SGT. KEITH BROWNSENIOR AIRMAN AMY MORRISSETTE
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Chapel Schedule
Catholic Parish

� Monday through
Thursday Mass: 11:30 a.m. at
the Chapel Center

� Friday Mass: 11:30 a.m. at
the Hospital Chapel

� Saturday Mass: 5 p.m. at
Chapel 2

� Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.
at Chapel 1

� Confession: 6 p.m.
Saturdays at Chapel 2

Protestant Sunday
� Liturgical Service: 9 a.m.

at Chapel 2
�  Celebration Service:

9 a.m. at Chapel 1
� Gospel Service: noon at

Chapel 1
� Fellowship Praise: 6 p.m.

at Chapel 1

Religious Education
� Catholic Religious

Education: 9 a.m. Chapel
Center.

� Protestant Sunday
School: 10:30 a.m. Chapel
Center.

For more information, call
the Chapel at 552-4422.

Gate reopening
Elmendorf’s Government Hill Gate

is slated to reopen Sept. 27. For more
information, call Mr. Brian Dohman at
552-5445.

Reflective gear
With less daylight each day fast ap-

proaching, all personnel are reminded
to wear their reflective belts or use or-
ganizational clothing with sewn-on re-
flective tape during hours of darkness
or reduced daylight.

Air Force Ball
The Air Force Ball 2004 is Sept. 17

at 6 p.m. in the Egan Center. For the
first 100 tickets sold, prices will be the
following: $15 for E-1 to E-4; $20 for
E-5 to E-6; and $35 for E-7 and up.
After the first 100 tickets are sold,
prices will increase to $20, $25 and $40
respectively.

The guest speakers will be retired
Chief Master Sergeants of the Air
Force Paul Airey and Sam Parish.

For tickets, call Master Sgt. Bruce
Stanton at 552-0048.

Red Cross volunteers
The Elmendorf American Red

Cross needs volunteers for various
positions, including assistant volunteer
chair, assistant hospital chair,
newcomer’s briefing volunteer,
emergency services caseworkers,
Christmas gift wrap chair and office
assistant.

Individuals interested in volunteer-
ing can visit the Red Cross Office at
7170 Fighter Dr. in Denali Hall or call
552-5253.

Food drive
There will be a food drive to ben-

efit the Food Bank of Alaska at the BX/
PX/Commissary and the Value Village
store located on Northern Lights
Oct. 2.

Visit either of these two sites and
show your support.

For more information, call Airman
1st Class Karen Johnson at 552-7938

Back to school sale
The Community Center’s Back-to-

School Garage Sale is Sept. 18, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Youth Center
gym. The cost is $10 per table.

To reserve a table, visit the Arctic
Oasis Community Center from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday; or
Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. The last
day to sign up is Sept. 15.

For more information, call 552-8529.

Free movie night
The Armed Services YMCA is of-

fering free movie tickets to the first 100
individuals to see “I Robot” Sept. 18 at
the Base Theater at 7 p.m.

For tickets, visit the ASYMCA’s
Central Office in the Denali Hall.

Family Support Center
� Education Opportunity Counsel-

ing is Monday at 3 p.m. at the Family
Support Center and is an opportunity
for you to discover what career fields
suit you best. Call 552-4943 to sign
up.

� The Spouse Connection Coffee
Break is Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. and is a
great opportunity for spouses to meet
new friends and learn about base re-

sources. No reservation is necessary.

Holiday greetings video
The Hometown Holiday Greetings

team will film video greetings for re-
lease to your hometown Monday from
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. The filming will take
place near the rear entrance of the 3rd
Medical Group Hospital.

Call 552-5756 or e-mail
theo.mcnamara@elmendorf.af.mil
for more information or to reserve your
time to create a greeting.

Housing seminar
The Housing Office offers a home

purchasing seminar Monday at 1 p.m.
at the Housing Office, located at 6346
Arctic Warrior Dr. The class is approxi-
mately two to three hours. Seating is
limited.

For reservations, call 552-4439/
4328.

Flower bulbs
Flower bulbs for government-con-

trolled housing residents are now avail-
able at the U-Fix-It Store located on
Arctic Warrior Drive.

Dorm managers wanted
Elmendorf’s dormitory manage-

ment team is looking for four motivated
individuals, staff sergeants through
master sergeants, with at least two
years left on station to be dormitory
managers. One position is needed im-
mediately; one is needed by Oct. 10;
and two are needed by Nov. 10. Pack-
ages must be submitted by Sept. 20.

For more information, call Master
Sgt. Martin Lease at 552-9960 or Mas-
ter Sgt. Edward McComb at 552-1774.



NCO shares
love affair
By Staff Sgt. Mike Edwards
3rd Wing Public Affairs

I’ve been having an affair.
It has been going on for more

than a quarter of a century, and
I’m not shy about it.

Everyone knows. My wife, my
friends, my supervisors – they all
know about this relationship. They
even encourage it; they say it is
healthy.

My mistress is the library.
The feel of a library just can’t

be beat.  The quiet solitude mixed
with the smell of thousands of
books is near nirvana.

Sure, she has changed appear-
ances over the years. Sometimes
she has been petite and simple,
other times she has been grandiose
and complex. Like a ship looking
for a port in a storm, I look for
libraries. I have even been known
to spend time with more than one
in the same day.

My love for reading began as a
young child. My parents would
take me and my siblings to the
library on a Saturday afternoon. I
think they liked the idea that we
could go to a place that was
entertaining for us and quiet for
them. Besides, we all knew that
the moment you stepped into a
library, you had to whisper or feel
the wrath of all of the “shushers.”
I’m quite certain my parents liked
that as well.

This odyssey, which began
with books containing more
pictures than words, gradually
developed to the point where I
was spending more time reading
non-fiction in the adults section
than fiction in the youth section.
Spending time at the library has
been more than a simple pastime;
it has been an important part of
my life.

Developing a love for reading
has led to a desire for more
knowledge. This has helped me
through school and throughout my
adult life. If and when I should
have children, I plan to foster an
atmosphere that supports reading
and gaining new knowledge, and
the library will continue to play a
significant role.

Even with the advent of the
Internet and wireless communica-
tion, the library can’t be replaced.
Most libraries, to include the one
on base, have kept stride with all
of these new developments by
providing internet, e-mail and
online database research. You can
even check out movies and CDs.
Let’s not forget they have a
knowledgeable staff ready to assist
you in finding the material you
need.

I’ve noticed the library has had
a host of activities lately. Currently,
they are participating in a contest
called InfoQuest. The objective is
to get you to stop in the library
and explore many of the different
things it has to offer. It is very
similar to a treasure hunt. They
have a lot of neat prizes.

You will have to stop by the
library and get the details. Who
knows, I may even see you there.

It’s your future. Vote for it!
Armed Forces Voters week is Sept. 3-Saturday

Any U.S. citizen 18 years old or older can vote in the Nov. 2 elections.
Voting information is available on Topcover or contact your unit voting representative.

Air Force tribe agreement is renewed
By Ms. Sandra Borbridge
611th Air Support Group

A historic agreement between
 the 11th Air Force and the

Louden Tribal Council of Galena was
renewed Monday to continue formal
government-to-government rela-
tions.

This Memorandum of Under-
standing, originally signed in 1999,
was the first of its kind for the Air
Force. It fosters open communica-
tion, emphasizing timely notification
of proposed Air Force activities or
projects that could affect tribal
resources, tribal rights or native
lands.

The signing of the renewed MOU
coincided with the Honoring Tribal
Sovereignty Conference in Anchor-
age this week.

Signatories included Louden Tribe
first chief, Peter Captain, and Lt.
Gen. Carroll “Howie” Chandler,
Alaskan Command and 11th Air
Force commander.

 “This freshly signed agreement
signifies a renewal of the commit-
ment between the two parties to
work together,” said Col. Steve
Armstrong, 611th Air Support Group
commander, whose unit is responsible
for executing the agreement. “The
working relationship is captured in
the tribe’s operating principle — We
work together, we help each other.”

Since the signing of the original
Memorandum of Understanding, the
two parties have held quarterly
government-to-government meetings
between First Chief Peter Captain
and the 611th Air Support Group
commander. Louden Tribe, through its

efforts in working with the U.S. Air
Force, was integral to  the formation
of the Technical Project Team,
which addresses technical aspects
of environmental cleanup at Galena
and has worked closely with the
U.S. Air Force to promote local
hire.

“We are currently working
together under a cooperative agree-
ment funded by the Department of
Defense to build tribal capacity to
further the role of the tribe as a
technical partner in environmental
cleanup activities and to promote a
better understanding by the Air
Force of the culture and values of
the Koyukon Athabascans in Ga-
lena,” said Colonel Armstrong. “The
MOU has certainly been beneficial
in maintaining a focus on the com-
mitment to work together.”

TECH. SGT. KEITH BROWN

Retiring colonel returns to first AF job
Lt. Col. Russell J. Shaw, Jr., 3rd Mission Support Group deputy commander, checks an ID at the Boniface
Gate Sept. 3, his last duty day. Colonel Shaw worked three years as the 3rd Contracting Squadron
commander before becoming deputy commander for the 3rd MSG. He returned to his original security
forces job for a day before retiring. The colonel retires Dec. 31 after 23 years of military service.
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Back to School Celebration,
Today from 4-6 p.m. followed by
a dance from 6-8 p.m. at the
Youth Center. 552-2266
Give Parents a Break, Today
from 7-11 p.m. at the Sitka
Child Development Center.
552-6403
Xtreme Bowling, Today and
Saturday from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.
at the Polar Bowl. 552-4108
Surf-and-Turf Specials, Today
and Saturday at the Susitna
Club. 753-3131
Bird to Gird Ride, Saturday at
9 a.m. for $5 with the Outdoor
Recreation Center. 552-2023
YABA Bowling League
Begins, Saturday at the Polar
Bowl. 552-4108
Sunday Brunch, from 10:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Susitna
Club. 753-3131
Football Frenzy, Qualify for a
trip to the Super Bowl, Pro
Bowl and weekly prizes,
Monday at the Kashim Club.
753-3131
Airmen’s Special, E-4s and
below and their families save 50
percent on bowling and shoe
rentals Monday from 5-9 p.m.
at the Polar Bowl. 552-4108
Road Bike Ride, Monday at
5:30 p.m. for free with the
Outdoor Recreation Center.
552-2023

Monday Nite Women’s
League Begins, Monday at
6:30 p.m. at the Polar Bowl.
552-4108
9-Pin No Tap Tournament,
Monday-Wednesday from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Polar
Bowl. 552-4108
Advanced Stained Glass
Class, Monday, Sept. 20, 27
and Oct. 4 from 6:30-9 p.m. for
$65 plus materials with the
Skills Development Center.
552-7012
Introduction to Stained
Glass, Monday, Sept. 20, 27,
and Oct. 4 from 6:30-9 p.m. for
$65 with the Skills Development
Center. 552-7012
Bowler Appreciation Night,
Bowl for $1.50 per game from
5-9 p.m. Tuesday at the Polar
Bowl. 552-4108
Preschool Story Hour,
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. for
children up to age 5 at the
Library. 552-3787
Kayak Pool Training,
Tuesday at 8 p.m. for $25 at
the Fitness Center. 552-2023
Children’s Make It and Take
It, Pick up a complete children’s
art project Wednesday at the
Library. 552-3787
Wednesday Night Madness,
Enjoy unlimited bowling for $15
per lane for up to five people from

5-9 p.m. Wednesday at the
Polar Bowl. 552-4108
New Parent Orientations,
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. at
the Sitka and Denali CDCs.
552-6403
Kayak Lake Training,
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. for
$25 with the Outdoor Adventure
Program. 552-2023
Homeschool Program
Ceramics A-Z, Thursday from
2-4 p.m. for $15 at the Skills
Development Center. 552-7012
Mountain Bike Ride, Thursday
at 5:30 p.m. for free with the
Outdoor Recreation Center.
552-2023
Red Pin Bowling, Win free
games when you get a strike
with a red head pin Thursday
from 5-9 p.m. at the Polar Bowl.
552-4108
Basketball and Cheer-
leading Registration Ends,
Sept. 17 at the Youth Center.
552-2266
One-Stroke Painting Flowers
Class, Sept. 17 and 24 from
6:30-9 p.m. for $25 at the
Skills Development Center.
552-7012
CGOC Night, Sept. 17 at the
Cave. 753-3131
* Skills Development Center
classes must be signed up for
three days in advance.

Mrs. Mary M. Rall
3rd Services Marketing

Many hear the call of
fame, but a few

may get an opportunity to
realize it by signing up for the
Family and Teen Talent
Contest no later than Sept. 24
at the Arctic Oasis Commu-
nity Center.

The Talent Show will be
featured Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. at
the Kashim Club.

The show will be a
combination of the Air Force
2004 Family and Teen Talent
Contest and the 2004 Air
Force Worldwide Talent
Contest.

Participants in both
contests will be judged

solely on the criteria for the
competition they have
entered and may participate
in both contests if they meet
the eligibility requirements.

Categories to be featured
in the 2004 Family and Teen
Talent Contest include the
following:

� parent and youth
� husband and wife
� children ages 3-5
� children ages 6-8
� pre-teen solo or group

acts ages 9-12

� teenager solo
and group acts ages
13-15

� teenager solo
or group acts ages
16-18

� and family.
Although the

opportunity to per-
form is enough
motivation for some
individuals, there are
some added incen-
tives for participation
in these contests.

The top act in
each category

of the Family and
Teen Talent Contest will be
recorded on videotape, which
will then be sent to the Air
Force Services Agency.

Also, while the top acts in
each category will be se-
lected, there will be one
individual who will be se-
lected as being the best in the
entire show.

Those individuals who win
at the Air Force Services
level will automatically earn
an opportunity to perform at
Tops in Blue.

Tops in Blue will visit
Elmendorf Jan. 19-20.

Participants in the Family
and Teen Talent Contest will

receive individual participa-
tion certificates.

In addition to certificates,
the first, second and third
place winners in each
category will be awarded a
savings bond.

Acts in the teen, pre-teen,
and children’s groups who
win and are not from the
same family will have the
savings bonds reward divided
among them equally.

For more information
on how an individual

can become involved with the
Talent Show as either a
contestant or a volunteer, call
552-8529.

Light up stage at talent contest

COURTESY PHOTO

PARTY ON: Round up
your friends and stop by
to celebrate as the cash
starts flowing at the “Get
In On It” membership
drive kick off party today
at the Kashim Club.
753-3131
MOVIE: The Bourne
Supremacy (PG-13),
Expert assassin Jason
Bourne (Matt Damon)
continues to find himself
plagued by splintered
nightmares from his
former life. The stakes
are now even higher for
the crafty agent as he
strategically maneuvers
through the dangerous
waters of international
espionage, which are
replete with CIA plots,
turncoat agents and ever-
shifting covert alliances
— all the while hoping to
find the truth behind his
haunted memories and
answers to his own
fragmented past. 7 p.m.

XTREME KIDS: Get
ready to hit the lanes
with your young ones and
hear the sound of the
knocking of the pins at
Kids’ Xtreme Day. Youth
under age 15 have the
opportunity to bowl for
$1.50 per game  from
2- 6 p.m. at the Polar
Bowl. 552-4108
MOVIE:  The Bourne
Supremacy (PG-13) See
above for movie details.
7 p.m.

TASTY QUEST: Fill your
basket to overflowing at
a berry picking trip  from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for $10
with the Outdoor
Adventure Program.
552-2023
MOVIE: Thunderbirds
(PG) When dangerous
situations exceed the
limitations of ordinary
military and international
security forces, the world
calls upon the high-tech
assistance of fearless
adventurers known
as the Thunderbirds.
7 p.m.

FAMILY FARE: Dig into
Family Night Buffet
Thursdays at the Susitna
Café. You can also enjoy
Surf-and-Turf specials
Fridays and Saturdays.
Regular menu items are
also featured Fridays and
Saturdays. 753-3131
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Airmen Heroes
By 1st Lt. Tony Wickman
Alaskan Command Public Affairs

ACROSS
1. Pub order
5. Machine shaft parts
8. Sheep sound
11. Emanate
13. Org. concerned with troop morale
14. Cubicle
15. Rip or crosscut
16. Postal abbrev. for state home to Scott AFB
17. ___ Tin Tin
18. Joule
19. MOH recipient A1C William H. ___
22. Mil. telephone system
23. Wallet fillers
24. Type of painting
26. MOH recipient Col. Demas T. ___
27. Roman army units
30. Horse command!
32. Formerly
33. Sea between Arabia and Africa
34. One branch of DoD
36. MOH recipient TSgt Forrest L. ___
39. MOH recipient SSgt. Archibald ___
40. “___ little teapot ...” (two words)
41. Grass
43. Skew
44. MOH recipient Sgt. Maynard H. ___
46. MOH recipient 1Lt. Donald J. ___
47. Bashful
48. Scottish Celt
50. SFS post reading material?
52. Leggo my ____
54. Grunt
58. Open
61. Neck accessory
62. Foreign auto maker
63. MOH recipient Col. John R. ___
64. MOH recipient Maj. Horace S. ___ Jr.

      65. Thin

DOWN
1. Commercials
2. Jumps
3. MOH recipient MSgt Henry ___
4. Montana capital
5. Tempers
6. China continent
7. 5th US President
8. Bar drink
9. Pie ___ mode (two words)
10. Model Carol
12. Screen
14. MOH recipient Maj. Ralph _____
20. State of something recently purchased
21. Singing engagement
25. SECDEF’s office symbol
26. Currency
27. MOH recipient A1C John L. ____
28. Mining goals
29. Emperor who fiddled?
30. Weaklings
31. Catamaran
35. Cubby hole
37. Forget
38. Epson and table
42. MOH recipient Col. George E. ___
45. Chinese poet ___ Yuan-ming; wrote of
simple life
47. MOH recipient Capt. Lance P. ___
49. MOH recipient 2Lt. Frank ___ Jr.
51. Japanese tea
52. Together with further examples, briefly
53. Angelina Jolie flick
55. Actor Gerard of “Buck Rogers”
56. “2001: A Space Odyssey” computer
57. Asner and Harris
59. Actress ___ Margaret
60. Del ___ Oaks, CA

By Lt. Col. Russell Quinn
52nd Operations Support Squadron

SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE,
Germany (AFPN) — “It is not the
critic who counts, nor the man who
points how the strong man stumbled
or where the doer of deeds could
have done them better. The credit
belongs to the man who is actually in
the arena; whose face is marred by
dust and sweat and blood; who
strives valiantly; ... who knows the
great enthusiasms, the great devo-
tions and spends himself in a worthy
cause; who, at best, knows the
triumph of high achievement; and
who, at the worst, if he fails, at least
fails while daring greatly, so that his
place shall never be with those cold
and timid souls who know neither
victory nor defeat,” said Teddy
Roosevelt, April 23, 1910, during his
“Man in the Arena” speech.

So what is your story? What is it
that made you choose this line of
work anyway?

I ask only to point out something
you may not have considered. This is
an amazing time to be in the service
of our country, and an even more
amazing time to be a member of the
United States Air Force.

The U.S. Air Force is by far the
most powerful, precise and advanced
air force that exists on Earth today.
You are part of that. In fact, you are
integral to that power and precision.
You need to know, whoever you are

People make AF work
or whatever your skill level, that
we would not be as strong as we
are without you.

Equipment is great, but the
people make the Air Force work.
Ask anybody, inside or outside our
military. The individuals we work
with today are the smartest, most
talented and motivated group of
people we will most likely ever
work with in our life. We’re very
lucky that they are so focused
when you consider the critical
nature of our current conflict.

Our window of opportunity to
make a difference is a relatively
small window. For some people, it
will be three to four years; for
others, it may be 20 to 25 years.
Either way, we as individual
members of the U.S. Air Force will
spend the vast majority of our lives
outside the service of our country.
You may not look at your service
this way, but I do every day.

Having joined at 18 and having
served continuously until this day, I
feel so very fortunate to have
experienced so many things in the
service of this great nation. There
is plenty of time in the future to
wake up knowing that some other
individual is in the arena; right now,
it’s our time. If you feel the same
way I do, you’ll appreciate every
minute, value every brother and
sister in arms and continue doing
the outstanding work that you do
every day.

Last week’s solution



Commander’s Challenge
Col. Michael Snodgrass, 3rd Wing com-

mander, has issued a fitness challenge to all
wing members and units. Anyone scoring at
least 44.55 points on the 1.5-mile run receives
a one-day pass (10 percent more than the
commander’s total of 40.5 points). Also, any
male who beats the colonel’s push-up total
(76) or crunch total (64) receives a day off,
as well as any female who beats her max by
at least one push-up or crunch.

For the unit challenge, the squadron
having the best overall average will receive
$10,000 from the 3rd Wing operations and
maintenance account for squadron upgrades.
Second place will receive $8,000 and third
place $7,000. All UFPMs are directed to
forward their unit’s overall average and top
five performers in each category to the
HAWC weekly for publication in the Sour-
dough Sentinel.

The following are Air Force Fitness Test
averages for the primary units on base and
individuals, courtesy of the HAWC:

Unit average score:

Last week’s top performers:

Women

1.5-mile run:
12:49, Erin Silk, DCS

Push-ups:
29, Erin Silk, DCS
15, Suellyn Nuckolls, 3rd CS

Crunches:
43, Erin Silk, DCS
30, Suellyn Nuckolls, 3rd CS

Men

1.5-mile run:
9:08, Nichola Bowater, 12th FS
9:45, Duane Buchi, 12th FS
9:50, Orrin Burton, 12th FS
10:10, J. Robert Campbell, 3rd CS
10:10, Mark Crisostomo, 3rd CS

Push-ups:
63, Antone Almeida, 3rd CS
60, Richard Renzi, DCS
60, Luis Duran, DCS
59, Joseph Hill, 3rd CS
56, Jayson Llewellyn, 3rd CS
56, Mark Crisostomo, 3rd CS

Crunches:
56, Mark Crisostomo, 3rd CS
55, Antone Almedia, 3rd CS
54, Luis Duran, DCS
54, Bradford Rogers, 3rd CS
53, Nicholas Bowater, 3rd CS

Fitness Test

Standings

TECH. SGT. SHARON BALTAZAR

2004 base golf champ
Ron West, 3rd Services Squadron sports director, won the 2004 Base Golf Championship at
the Eagleglen Golf Course recently. West nabbed the base golf championship with a score of
79 in the first round and 86 in the second round, while Josh Hightower, 3rd Logistics
Readiness Squadron, came in a close second, with scores of 83 and 84. The championship
was open to active-duty members and featured 36 holes, 18 of which were played in the
morning and 18 in the afternoon.

Fit pregnancy class
If you are pregnant and interested in improving

your fitness and health during your pregnancy, the
Fitness Center offers a fit pregnancy class Tues-
days and Thursdays at 6 p.m. in the Yoga Room.
Ensure to get approval for participation by your
Health Care Provider prior to attending.

For more information, call Leyla Kelter at
552-8890.

Skateboarding
� A skateboarding camp for youth ages 5-12 is

Sept. 27-30 from 4-6 p.m. for $20 at the Indoor
Skate Park at the Arctic Oasis Community Center.

� A skateboard competition is Oct. 1 at the
Arctic Oasis Community Center at 4 p.m. for
youth ages 5-8 years old; 4:45 p.m. for ages 9-12;
5:30 p.m. for ages 13-15; and 6:15 p.m. for ages
16-18. The cost is $10 per person. Prizes will be
awarded for first, second and third places.

For more information, call 552-8336 or 2371.

Tae Kwon Do
The Arctic Oasis offers Tae Kwon Do for chil-

dren age five and older for $40 per month. Classes
are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5-7 p.m.

For more information, call 552-8529.

Sports Shorts
Youth employment program

Children of active-duty members in grades 9-12
can participate in the Youth Employment Skills
program, which gives children an opportunity to
assist the Youth Sports director by preparing the
gym for games, running the clock during games
and much more. By volunteering, youth will earn
volunteer dollar credits to be placed directly into a
college fund. A maximum of $1,000 or up to 250
hours over the course of a child’s high school
career can be accumulated.

For more information, call 552-5347.

Punt, pass and kick competition
The “Punt, Pass and Kick” competition is Sept.

18 and Sept. 25 from 1-5 p.m. for free at the
Anchorage Park strip on 9th Avenue for youth
ages 8-15.

Visit the Youth Center to pick up registration
forms that can be turned in at 11 a.m. before the
event. This event gives each youth an opportunity
to punt, pass, and kick for prizes. Winners will be
given the chance to compete in the Alaska Sec-
tional Championships. First, second and third
place winners will receive medals.

For more information, please call Andrew
Mosby at 349-0401.


